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supplicant had been told that " the work before them was to take away the negative voice of the King and Lords " ; another that " their liberties could only be recovered with the sword " ; while a third found " he could no longer pray for the King, that God would make him yet a blessing to ' the kingdom."    Cromwell did his best to gain time, while defending himself from the accusation of having tried to " set up " the King and the House of Lords, whom he even agreed that it was probable, though not certain, that" God intended to destroy.35    In other words, he was prepared once more to lead the Army in the way it wanted to go, but he was also anxious to avoid any rash action likely to result in a fresh quarrel with the House of Commons.   Unlike most of his military subordinates, Cromwell realised that the Army leaders must ally themselves with one of the other parties if they were permanently to establish their policy in England.   In fact, all the rest of his life was spent in seeking a broader basis for his rule than  fifty  thousand  soldiers,   but  his   actions irrevocably alienated him from his countrymen, and in the end he always had to rely upon the sword :
The same arts that did gain
A power must it maintain.
Thus, in 1647, he had tried to incorporate the King into his military nucleus, and when he found this impossible he turned to the Houses of Parliament. Here for a time he met with better success. Unfortunately, owing to expulsion and desertion, the Lords now numbered only about one-fifth of their full number and the Commons one-half, of